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AMBAJI (looking at TOD with considerable admiration^
and deciding that he deserves as big a lie as possible]: You
must understand, this was all Sarup Singh's doing. It
was really French intrigue. After we had sent all those
French rascals packing, as our treaty with the English
Government required(9) (SINDHIA looks virtuous), they
had to go to other rulers, and they got hold of Sarup Singh.
So he tried to arrange an alliance between Mewar and
Jaipur. Sarup Singh promised to employ the French
officers and raise a big army from the two States. The
State of Jaipur is very rich and powerful.

SINDHIA (who feels they had better get back to the
original narrative]: The Maharaja of Jaipur asked for
the Rana's daughter, and sent a great marriage embassy
and superb gifts.

MERCER: So I have heard. And Maharaja Man Singh
intercepted them.

AMBAJI : You see, it was a matter which deeply affected
his honour. He was very greatly disgraced when the
Rana accepted the Maharaja of Jaipur.

MERCER: That is what I want to know. Then he did
accept the Maharaja of Jaipur?

AMBAJI: How could he help it? Mewar is powerless.
She has had war after wan

SINDHIA (who is under the Impression that it is only
necessary to mention the word bribe to persuade the English-
men of anything]: The Maharaja of Jaipur threatened to
bribe Amir Khan to bring his Mussulmans and utterly
sack Udaipur.

AMBAJI (growing reminiscent^ with his eyes closed
dreamily]: I am an old man, and I have seen Mewar